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EX] COMBE HOUSE

PICK OF

Combe House Hotel & Restaurant - The Good Hotel Guide's "Country Hotel of the Year 2007

Built as an Elizabethan maner house and lovingly restored by Ruth and Ken Hunt,
Combe House Hotel and Restaurant is an English country house hotel lit up by

West Country hospitality. Oliver Stone is enchanted.
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{UA CESAR AWARDS
The *Qucar: hotel industry are given to
specil places consdered to be ouwtstanding:
Those awarded havwe a distnotve charscter lioe
Combe House Hotel & Restaurant, pictured on
pages [4-22, offer good service, a warm welcome,
and the feeling that the customer cormes first.




courtryside complete with Arabian horses and
reaming pheasants

lt's the sort of intact, authentc country
house that’s hard to find these days, with no
spa or pool Instead, you haove a perfacthy

tact Elizzbettan manor and an award
winning restaurant. | he beautifuly martaired
buiding, with just |3 bedrooms, has carved oz
pareling, ancestral family portraits, antigque
furniture, plastered ceslings, coats of armms and
erormous fireplaces.

At Corrbe House Hotel propestors Ken
and Futh Hurmt have paid dose atterton to
detal. They took over the house, sight wears
2go and have st about lowinghy restonng the

property = and the busirsss
And, athough ewerything that wouwd be
mpected of a modern-day top dass hote

establishment is on ste, Combe MHouse's
seacl charm s that  has all been done so
discresthy, wethout losng the homely feel of the
place. '“Combe’ is one of those truly weltoming
places - the penuine article.

kt iz the kind of hote! the Good Hotel Guide
wils ireented for: more genteman<farmer than
ord-cfsheamanorn, & nevertheless purches
weell above s weight, 2rd I'd be hard pressed
1o think of 2 small courdry hotel that's better
run or more welooming

Futh Hurt i5 in the hall to greet us when
W Ve

"The polden rule is that pussts should be
treated as famiy and fnends,” she says. "it's the
weloome they get that is so important”

"The flexibility shown by our stalf to ensure
2/l the puest's needs are met is something we
areproud of, 2dds Huth. "'We are orfy as good
a5 the team that is in place and they provide 2
friendly yet unobtrusse service which allows
guests to make the most of their expersnce
here.

Ken and Buth have a small attentve team
standing by, but although the quaity of the
personrel i very important, itis the ambence
of the place that makes it 5o speda

Descrbed a5 “gquimtessertizly  English,
utterty urspodled”, 'Combe’ contirually strives
to abwanys deliver warmth and personal service
1o all it puests.

"W don't ot on our urelk,” says Huth,
" lorow were onty as pood as the service
we prowede to the atest puest who has stoped
weith us”

Mary courtry hotels aspire 4o be just ke
home, but from the roarng fire crackling in
reception in the wirter months, to the lounge
bar with s overwhaiming colection of good
wine, and 2 drowng room with agresably comby
sottens, Combe House has an atmosphere of
% T,

Homweyen 2 menz eight years 2go. Huth and
Ken Hunt had bouwght 2 hotel m much need
of tender loving care. As true wisioraries, they
sawe further than the lezky roof and rottng

woodwork. Instead they imegned fifteen

.

The Good Mote! Guide describes Ken &
Ruth Humt os “thoughtful hosts, jestly
proud of their restorotion of the howse™

romantic bedroorms ard 2 restored Georgan
kitchen that woud be 2n idea! setting {or
candle [ suppers.

Fast forward a few years Combe House is
once again the graciows home it was but now
the periect place for a coffee, a nomantic break
or Sunday lunch.

Guests can dine on the local delicades by
candlelight, drink champagne in 2 bath of heated
rairaater n the bath houwse e the grourds, or
spend 2 night ortwoin athetched cottape onthe
potate as a totaly secluded, romartic hidesweany
I'he bedrooms are furmshed comiortably weth
2 diverse mix of antique shop finds, old farmily
sorirats and chandeiers. There are scermted
candles by the baths and retro Roberts mdios
by the comiorizble beds made up with cotton
teed linen and hand-made quilts.

Huth says “A large part of ocur cusfom
rormes from referral ard weord of mouth,
which 5 gratfyng because it shows we offer a
memorzhie experenon”

COnginalty buit as a2 country marson for
the Marker famity, Combe House is the sort
of country house hotel that is 25 remarkable
for what it does rot have ro spa, finess
certre or desigrer names — as forwhat i has,
which imciudes stunning wews over the garden
and the astate boyord. There's 2 cear feslng
of hstory that pervades the estate, which
has ewsted for a thowsand years dating back
ta the Domesday book. The views from the
house offer 2 breathiakng vista of a sechuded
woaden valley flecked with reaming pheasants
and Araban brood mares and ther foals.

Spping tea n the dressng rmoom, with the
wirdows oo, 2l we coud hearwers church
belis and bird sorg The hote! fesls more
remote than it actually is, with 2 desp and
silent darkness at night that's instartly restiul

Cwr bedroom offered 2 comfortable dour
poster, 2 roltop bath, Perhalgon smelfes
znd the sort of detail that so many hotels get
wrong: coat hooks and Ight switches where |
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rieeded them, ard taps 2nd plugs that | did not
rieed 2n engnesnng degree to operate

“It's a relaxed sort of plece. We dor's stand
on ceremony — we like gur guests to please
thamsahes,” says Ken, "Welre 2 country house
first and 2 hoted second”

And then there’s the food. If | eat better in
Lievon et you know: My pan-seared, plump
scallops ard crspy pancetta with pea purée
were divirs, while my son tucked imto the
best moast chicken {or roast breast of chicken
and ballotne of leg with bacon
trufile, white bean purée) ard chips he could
remember in a long history of devotion to
chicken and chips. For pudding be was offened

SLITamIer

komemade, intersely flavoured dark chooolate
mousse with frozen raspbemes and hot white
chocolate sauce

I'hez wine list was superh, too, with bottles
sersbly ordered by style. Ken Hunt is a great
wine enthusast and Combe Houwse 5 fortunate
to hawe emcelent loca! wine merdhants like
Chrstopher Mper Wines to supply 45 onllars

Ihee hote's restavrant is as popular with
ocals as it is with guests and the menw, which
changes svery few wieeks (and some dishes
dzily), is based on seasonal local produce
Lexlood comes from Brxkam daily, while
seasonz| vepetables and aromatc herbs are
growan n the kitdchen garden

“IT 15 THE KIND OF
HOTEL THE "GOOD HOTEL
GUIDE WAS INVENTED
FOR: MORE GEMNTLEMAMN-
FARMER THAM
LORD-OF-THE-MANOCR"

Ites is not the place to expect cottage pic
and chips, or chicken nuggets for the chidren
{ir fact, f you rezly want to enjoy this whaole
experierce, this is 2 pleoe where the rugrats
are best left at home].

Combe Houss s not aplace for faddy disters
or the aat-to-ne brigade either, but for those
whiz e 1o savour sometheng different, with a
bt of quiet cerermony and dsoourse on what's

Ihe enthusasm about food and wine is
pzipable. E's ideal for those who welcome
the dhance of getting i on the act of 2 yourg
Masterchef of Grezt Britan, Hadleigh Barrett
whia is hellbert o bresking the maould of
country howse dinring. Frior 1o joiring Combe
House in J00|, Hadleigh had spent two pears
at the 5 Star Penmphil Fark in Surrey and a
year working 2ongside another YWestcourtry
favourte, John Burton Race, dunng his tme at
thee 2 Michelin starmed LDrtolan Restaurant in
Barkshire.







boutlabaisse muce was light ard detcate, a
trab-nfused foam deing much of the work an
the tzsze fromt withowt detracting from the
flavour of the fizh

That mv companion remaned slent as

ackied parmesan and @pe gocchi with
1 herh fream sauce was testament o s
setsfaciorness

Cur brave septagererizn reighbour was
winong yncal about kis cararmelised lemon tart
and creme friche ©e cream as we beaded for
the sack

The sade, hiere, = 2s indswidua as the focd
The hoiel website corveys no serse of the

flair with which the fifteen rooms hoee besn

desigred. Al are spacious and comdsriable but
no two ore 2fike. Ken and Ruth have combnweed
1 improve on the already bigh standards.
Combe House s 2 ermall oourtrye-house
hotel of the highest order with a
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bexrhuly kept bedroomrs priced cccording 4o
shape and size [y favourtes are the Quirky
i7ts, wnth s bed urder a2 mullioned windossr:
and the Wilington, for the thought-provolong
four-posier. Boch are straight out of the pages
of a recy pernod novel )

Brezkfast was equally good. Things that
make the hote speca bt should be
standard everywhene - are real homemade
am and proper; thick-out toast. And service
was wramless coffes and toast amved aimaost
2% soon as we'd asked for them

Uinlioe most hotels, this ore may tempt you
i sy put-all day. Wtat with the gardens and
the: food and 2! the charming stalf there n't
much nducement to do anything eise

But ¥ you 2re determined to drag yourselfl
away, dfter an ewcellert breakfast, you @n
foll o ol walics around the wilage, return for
unch. then sirad ancund the prounds, and then
rger over aftemoon tea by the fire or n the
garoer

"BREAKFAST WAS EQUALLY
GOOD, THINGS THAT MAKE
THE HOTEL SPECIAL - BUT
SHOULD BE STANDARD
EVERYWHERE - ARE REAL
HOMEMADE JAM AND
PROPER, THICK-CUT TOAST

¥ you want to explore farther afield. options
for day trps are carefuly desoribed [fidmowth,
Lpre fegs and the urassc Cozst, Darirmoor;

twmoor Horton, Posderbzm Castle
Camter are 2l within sasy reach].

artd

We did drag cursetves off the premeses for
show, though, to the extraordirary Lot

pENS
house, Castle Drogo, budt for 2 retall magrate
This, though magndicent, origina and stylish
n s way, was everything that Comibe FHouse
s ot forbidding. 2 sttemert of male pede
and, vitimately, rather umselcoming. We fied

back o the bosom of Combe House with as
much refief as f we'd grown up there | know
t's 2 ciché =0 go on about feeing as # you
=re m somenne's home, but that really s the
wary things zre at 'Combe’

The seryvice & exermplary, you are made
to fesl that mothing s too mudh froubile 1o
mzie your stay 2 defight. This frickles down
from the very hands-om 2pproach of the
proprictors. ken and Futh are fzid-bede, but
zberays zround checking that ther guests are
bemg loocked after

Mext mormng we were chating with
some feliow puests "We own a restaurant
oo, thery 2oid we, “and wehwe got a Maicheln
star But, to be horest, our food ian't as good
a5 here” The star may hawve eluded them
but the readers of the lood Hote! Guide
haverit.  ER)

Combe House, which is in the wery
preicy thatched village of Gicdsham
{righs), just outside Homton. is about
mwenty minutes from Exezer on the
A30, esot ac Paczerson Cross.

COMBE HOUSE HOTEL
B RESTALIRANT
Giccisham,

nr Haniton

Tel: Ol404 540400

www.thishotelcom
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Abounding in character, a stay here i3 certain to relax and inspire

Combe Thatch
Cottage
Romantic Hideaway

Tucked away at the entrance to the mile-
long drive leading to Combe House is the
newly restored Combe Thatch Cottage

- a charming romantic hideaway for two

with its own prvate high-walled garden.
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“Combe Thatch Cotrape has s own private garden, tranguilicy assured
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